RSCDS South Wales Branch
Branch Secretaries Report 2025
This has been a busy year for the Branch, sometimes events came thick and fast! They attracted dancers from across the region and beyond.
This is my first year as Branch Secretary and it has been a steep learning curve!
Thanks to all the committee for your help and guidance but particularly to Heather, (Chair) and Jane (Treasurer) and of course many thanks to Alison for your gentle encouragement and explanations.
The section below is a summary of Branch Membership this year prepared by Alison, who continues as efficiently as ever in this important role.
Membership 2024-2025
By sheer coincidence, our membership stands exactly the same as last year, with forty-one annual members, four life members and two second branch members. However once again this statistic masks some movement.
Two of last year’s members decided to join the Headquarters Branch this year instead of our Branch, and – very sadly – we lost one of our most stalwart and loyal members, when Chris Faragher Downes died very suddenly in February of this year. We send our condolences to his widow, Sue, to whom all our hearts go out. We miss him.
We have been joined by three new members, one of whom moved into our area from the USA, and two of whom started dancing with the Cardiff Tuesday Class. Again, part of the motivation for joining the Society in the case of the latter two was in order to attend Summer School. However, all three have proved to be very active members, attending local and Branch events on a regular basis. We welcome their support, and we are delighted to have them with us.
In the case of Abi, who moved from the USA, she has proved to be a particular asset to our Branch, having become our website manager and having already provided us with a valuable service. Unfortunately, for employment reasons she has very recently been forced to move out of Wales. However, she tells us that, although she has already joined a class in Reading, she will remain a full member of our Branch. Not only that, but she will also continue as our website manager. Hooray!
Speaking of Summer School, we have six Branch members attending in Week One and Week Four (thereby qualifying in both weeks for the Branch discount). We have one member attending in Week Two, and three members in Week Three. By any measure, that is an impressive Branch total!



Website
A major event this year was the launch of the new Branch Website in September 2024. We are indebted to Chris Collings for his considerable input in setting this up and to Abi for managing the site and moreover in agreeing to continue in this role. 
The website can only be lively and interesting if all members contribute. Please submit write ups of events and supply photos and videos, having obtained permission of course. If you send the material to me, I will send it on to Abi. Do let the committee know of any comments and suggestions you wish to make.
Events throughout the Year
Oystermouth 28.9.2024.
This was a ceilidh event, which Heather and Pat called. Members brought their families along and members of the public ventured in too.
It was hoped that it would take place in Oystermouth Castle but although the weather was dry previous heavy rain had made the grass too wet to dance on and so we danced in the nearby Ostreme Centre.
The event was successful and enjoyed by all, but we did learn some lessons to take forward. Problems with parking were inevitable but frustrating. The P.A. system caused problems, and we needed to ‘meet and greet’ those people who did come in and encourage them to take part. Although we hoped some new class members would result, this has not been the case.
Thanks must go to Dave and the Morris Dancers who provided ‘an interlude’ and also to Tony for taking the lead in organising the event.
Unfortunately, the cost of using the castle has gone up considerably this year and so has proved too expensive to repeat at the moment.
Technique Workshop 27.10.2024
Alison Littlejohn led this free workshop, where a number of members so enjoyed this chance to improve their dancing skills that Alison agreed to undertake a series of workshops in 2025. (see below).
Dance around the World 23.11.2024
Lyn Wilson, Alison Jackson and Heather Davies taught dances from the book that celebrates the global reach of Scottish Country Dancing.
Despite the atrocious weather conditions, attendance was good, and the Mince Pies were much appreciated.
Spring Dances 2025
These were a follow on from similar events held in 2024.
In March 2025 the dance was held in Whitland and 29 people attended.
In April it was in Rhiwbina where over 26 people joined in. The programme was the same for both venues and attracted several new dancers who appreciated the option to walk through dances, and the use of the crown rating system for the dances.
Ian Robertson played for both events, and the excellent news is that he will repeat the double bill in 2026.
Technique/Skills Workshops 2025
Six of these sessions were run by Alison Littlejohn on Sunday afternoons from January to June 2025 in Morriston Hall in Swansea. The hall accommodated 16 dancers, with a range of ages and abilities and everyone gained a lot from Alison’s excellent teaching, including the ‘homework’. We hope that something as valuable will continue in some form next year.
Thanks to Jane for the administration of these events and to her and Fiona for the much needed tea and biscuits!
Edinburgh Centenary Branch Workshop 1st June 2025
Alex Gray gave us a half day workshop, looking at some of the dances he devised for the Edinburgh Centenary book and elsewhere. He also taught us a lovely dance that he had devised for his late wife Kate. The attendance was very good and thanks to Fran for running the shop and selling some books and CDs. Thanks to all the ‘non-dancers’ for the tea and coffee as well.
Particular thanks of course to Alex and I know many ‘local’ dancers welcomed the chance to catch up with his news.
Future Events:
New Book Workshop Sunday 21st September 2025
Lyn Wilson, Heather Davies and Alison Jackson will teach a range of dances from the RSCDS new book.
Spring Dances 2026
As already mentioned, Ian Robertson is happy to play for these two ‘East and West’ Dances, likely to be in March and April in Whitland and Rhiwbina.
Skills Sessions
Alison Littlejohn is happy to undertake some more workshops, please look out for further details.
Recruitment
Classes continue to be run in Cardiff, Swansea, Carmarthen, Haverfordwest, Houghton and Robeston Wathen, although the Port Talbot class has finished.
In addition to the weekly classes in Cardiff (Cardiff Caledonian Society on a Monday, Cardiff-Whitchurch Class on a Tuesday), there has also been a monthly class for more experienced dancers in Wenvoe, in the Vale of Glamorgan, run by Lyn Wilson. Skills sessions have also been run in Whitchurch on Tuesdays during the winter months for an hour before the main class, specifically for those wanting to work on steps and formations. Those have been well received and are due to continue from October.
The Tuesday Class runs an annual dance with live music in June, a tradition first put on when the class was run by Kate Gray for over thirty-five years and continued every year since (apart from during lock-down). This year’s dance attracted thirty dancers from a wide geographical area and with a broad spectrum of experience.
The branch was well represented at a Llanelli wellbeing event in April. Thanks to the volunteers who attended and to Jim who led this lively event.
Two Six-week Taster sessions have been run in Penally, near Tenby, and although they did not lead to further involvement from those who attended they were valuable experience as well as being enjoyable.
Other Events
Branch Members have participated in other events such as a Bridgend Ceilidh, and the Pembrokeshire Letterston Dance resumed successfully in May after a long gap.
Thanks
At this point I need to say thank you to our President, Ron Hewinson and our Vice President Alex Gray, both are unfailing in their support of our branch, and we are all very grateful. We are also very grateful for Alex for his attendance at Committee Meetings on Zoom, where his input is extremely helpful and latterly, we have had his presence in person at the workshop on the 1st June. As a branch we continue to benefit from the sale of his and James’s books and CDs and are very pleased that Fran is continuing to run the on-line shop.
Thanks also to those Committee members who have offered such long and dedicated service to the Branch, I have certainly valued their knowledge and experience this year.
I look forward to continuing to work with those members of the Committee who are remaining and with any new members who wish to join.
Judy Williams (Branch Secretary)
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